valet to Mozart's Don Giovanni, he is a sociological specimen
and a mixed Positive Character. He is Shaw's satire on mechani-
zation. He shows himself a Negative Character in that, he is
guilty of inverted snobbery. Whereas Sinjon Hotchkiss of Getting
Married has the snobbery of the rich, Enry Strakcr is guilty of
the snobbery of the working classes, socially a more dangerous
phenomenon, because the new class has education without culture.
He is able to correct Tanner when he mistakes a quotation from
Beaumarchais to be one from Voltaire. But in I he Dream Scene
he is furnished with Negative traits. He likes a love story. He
thinks that his sister is far above Mcndoza. Here his snobbery
is uninvertcd. But Strakcr has an insight into facts. A fact.
Tanner, the political and moral philosopher misses, he is able
to find out, that Anne is in love with Tanner and not Octavius.
Unlike the poetic socialist, Octavius, who speaks of the dignity
of labour, Straker sees no dignity in labour. He thinks that labour
must be assigned to the machine.
Sitting in his dramatist's armchair, Shaw dreams out in the Methu-
selah Cycle of plays the process of evolution from Man to Super-
man, as far as his thought can reach. Except in the first play,
the characters have no dramatic life whatever- These plays
deteriorate into a patchwork of dialogues, but the talk continues
to be interesting and instructive. The thesis of the play is that
shortness of life is the cause of man's incompetence to live the
good life, and that a lengthening of life will remedy the delect.
As the theme comes to bo dramatized* it takes the shape of a conflict
between the Positive and Negative Characters, In the first play*
Adam and Cain are the Negative Characters; Cain helps to bring
shortness of life into the world. Against him stands Eve. In
the second play, the Barnabas brothers take a positive attitude
to long life, which they think is necessary for clearing the political
muddle created by the short-liver statesmen, like Burge and Lubin.
In the third play, the Accountant General, who bears a resemblance
to Conrad Barnbas, is a Negative Character who wants to extermi-
nate the long-livers. The Positive Characters are two of the
characters of the previous play who unconsciously have become
long-livers- At the end of the play, they plan to propagate their
species, In the fourth play the converse of the third play is
presented; a small party of short-livers are presented in the land
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